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Chipeta Elementary School Community Park Hand-painted Mural Project
Amount: $5,200 lump sum.

Submission: Due September 12, 2025

Mural Address: 950 Chipeta Ave, Grand Junction, CO 81501

Contact: Kari Sholtes, Chipeta PTO Member, (919) 360-9795 kari.leech@gmail.com

Chipeta Elementary School Mission and Context: Chipeta Elementary School (CES) brings
families into the school for events, academic support, and physical activity; we know that trust
and belonging are critical to advancing children’s education and well-being. The sense of
belonging and community built through intentional relationships with students creates safety and
a familiar space for students to bring their families.

Chipeta Community Park functions as a centrally-located community health asset and fosters a
strong sense of place, pride, and growth for both the school and downtown communities. The
park is a safe and accessible, multi-generational space designed to enrich and uplift students
and their families; celebrate our namesake, Chipeta; and enrich the entire community in the
heart of Grand Junction. The student body consists of a relatively high number of transient
students and those who speak (or are learning to speak) English as a second language; the
census tract which contains our school boundaries also contains the highest percentage of
Spanish-speaking households in the County. Our community park serves hundreds of diverse
students and families year-round. In partnership with the City, the playground area is also
maintained as a public park during non-school hours.

Mural Project Goals and Vision: This mural project strives to represent—with vibrance and
energy—a welcoming, open, adventurous, and accepting space for our students and the
neighborhood surrounding Chipeta Elementary. In alignment with our recently-awarded
Colorado Health Foundation Grant to improve the playground, we strive to break down some of
the structural and physical barriers to the space with this mural. Our community did not
previously feel welcomed into the space and largely did not know it was a city park. We hope
the mural will help communicate that everyone is welcome and will break down perceived
barriers through art and color. The mural will also physically delineate the entrance.

The mural will be bright, uplifting, and empowering. We want it to connect to the strong sense of
place in the Grand Valley, drawing on local natural features, ecology, and/or perhaps the
cultural legacy of Chipeta and her adoptive tribe, the Uncompahgre Ute. No human figures are
expected, and connections to Native American culture do not have to be literal. The mascot of
CES is the cougar, but a cougar is not required in the mural. Please find some sample images
which spoke to the art committee at the end of this solicitation.

Project location: Northern portion of eastern sidewall facing 10th between Gunnison and
Chipeta, sizing Option 1 and Option 2 are available, each totaling 224 sqft:



1) Option 1 is a vertical orientation with dimensions of 16 ft x 14 ft.
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2) Option 2 is a horizontal orientation with dimensions of 32 ft x 7 ft.

Completely realized artwork (process described below) will be hand painted directly on CMU
blocks. Scaffolding can be supplied by the committee if the artist does not have any—this can
be discussed with Kari Sholtes. The artist will propose the final dimensions and location of the
installation.



Required background and qualifications of participating artists: Chipeta Community Park
Art Committee is requesting submissions from Mesa County or regional artists who have
successfully completed hand-printed public murals with a public input process. Proof of
completion of public murals will be required for consideration. The Art committee requests the
following be emailed to kari.leech@gmail.com by September 12, 2025:

1A) the artist’s website with representative examples of their murals or 1B) between three and
seven images which are representative examples of the artist’'s murals if you do not have a
portfolio website.

2) provide contact information for the clients with whom the artist previously worked on mural
projects requiring community input.

3) provide the art committee with a 300-word (or less) introduction to yourself and why you
would like to participate in this project.

By submitting the above, the artist agrees to the following mural refinement and
community input process and timeline (exact meeting day each can be determined based
on availability):

September 12, 2025: Deadline for submission of 1-3, above to kari.leech@gmail.com
September 19, 2025: Selection of artist by art committee and communication to muralists
September 26, 2025: 1t meeting, Artist to propose very rough idea* or more to art committee
October 8, 2025: 2" meeting, Artist to propose 30% or more design to art committee

October 17, 2025: 3 meeting, Artist to address feedback and present final design with full color
to art committee

October 24, 2025: Mural painting to begin with final approval from art committee (if any
additional feedback needed to be considered from 3™ meeting). The artist shall provide the
commissioned artwork graphics as electronic files with sufficient detail that the work can be
replicated as intended. The mural will be finished by November 7, 2025 in order to avoid days of
sub-forty-degree Fahrenheit.

i

Very rough idea” would consist of a few words of description. Some examples of the art
committee’s inspiration figures are shown below.



Visuals which guided the art committee so far (some with example text below each representing
“very rough” ideas for initial discussion).
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Very rough idea description for committee: “bighorn sheep in foreground and geologic features
in background, simple with no other figures”



Very rough idea description for committee: “Large prong-horn on one side, large sand-piper on
the other, geologic feature between.”

Very rough idea description for committee: “Cougar filling background with a man superimposed
in the foreground”



Very rough idea description for committee: “Chipeta superimposed on landscape”

Very rough idea desription for committee: “petroglyphs in foreground with geologic features in

background”.



Other inspirational visuals




